The 5-atom rule and the subclassification of peripheral postsynaptic muscarinic receptors.
The effects of five pairs of muscarinic compounds in homology relationship within each pair on peripheral postsynaptic muscarinic receptors of rat jejunum and guinea-pig atria and trachea were studied. The relative activities within each pair of compounds were similar for all the biological responses studied. It is reasoned that, at least in the tissues examined, the resemblance between the agonist receptors must be very close.